SAN FRANCISCO

Inside .

= SISTER CITY INITIATIVE

* AUSTRALIA

¢ LEGAL ETHICS

* PREEMPLOYMENT
MEDICAL EXAMS

Going

S0L0

IN SAN FRANCISCO



SOLO AND SMALL FIRM

Susan Roos

vean Boos had made i She was a
S wotan parener ina large, successful
lawy tizm, Sheppard Mullin Richoer &
Hampton. But with a mderiage {vo Wilson
Soasing Goodrich & Rosacl CECO John
Roosk, and two young chakdeen, she was
I5|1!1i|:1; che halnnce Tl'i-:'].:}'. “I felr thar my
alels af DBeing eble woodo g beveer joly were
Better if 1 wasn's at w bigr fiem,” sl sys,

Her grood friend John Cook, who had

aaice losd Bus owenn fieen, was cheny hosel of

Sheppard Mullin's Iabor and employment

roup, ind when izsues with & major cliene
“We f;:'e?ﬂ“lﬂ.t-' the old-
fashioned way. We sit
arotnd and talk about
cases, Theve is a real

team atmosphere here.”

surfared, Cook propoed a parnership. 5o
eleven years ago this spring, the pair lef
ared zet up their own shap. They broughs
nsarly il their exising clienes with them,
and Cook & Boos was bom.,

Boos describes in a5 a large firm labor
and employmear deparcmene, bur in 2
stanct-alone shop, "W did de all by che
baok. %W have a grear relacionship wich
sheppand Mullin. Bor chis is a much
betcer place for bothy of us.”

The lirn has undergome clanges in chose
v, Cock eoencly moved tooan of oounse

position, Mow the firm, known 3z Cook
Beos Wilbur Thompson LLE includes
Coak, thiee parners, thaes fll-tme amsoci-
e, aned T pArt-time Conrmr asencianes

W all have che philosaphy hee char
we wint to have a life: So we give up
muaking lots of money in exchange for
having a more balanced sivearion. Ar
the same cinee, we all waork eeally hand,
weir all wang o de the bese i-:‘:-\.":- foor oiir
cliens, o we wane oo win.”

The firm e neves stougeled [ Wk,
l::ll_ll_' ]'I.'.H'I'.I:l {15} il.'.ﬁ III'-'“!'F .I:III_JI'IIE' |:||:|ur wila il
The only timie chey comidersd folding was
curing the boom, when hogmeon slowed
fll'll:l r]'::_' {'I'nF-.II_'I:l-'I'I'IL'I'l'.' 1:.'tr|-.'|;'r WeAS =il |1|:|r
the firm had croubde keeping asocams,

Bur shey wearhersd thar ssomm and
have consistencly turned down obfers
from larger firms m poin them or serve
as cheir Califormia ourpost,

e pracoice the old-fashioned way,
YW sit around and talk abour cases,
There isa real team armosphers bere, We
help each other analves cases, and we
don'e bill thar cime, Money 50T every-
ching, W are happy oo worck wich op
lewiel cases and clienes and noc bill 2,200
houwrs, and noc make quite as much
money,” Roos says, " We know we can
actract cliens. | am very confident there
will always bea job for us somewhere.”

Roos says she loves being her own boss
aned wounld pever po back ooz big firm.
“It’s the best thing I ever dicl. | lowe in”
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